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  The eMinistry Network         

Developing your eMinistry Class:  Initial Questions to Consider

The questions below can help you get started on developing your class.  Not all the questions will be pertinent to the topic you are thinking about, or the ministry you are involved in — so just use them as an initial guide.

An  hour goes by very quickly, so you probably can’t cover everything you’d want to.   But these questions may help you decide whether your topic is best covered in a one-session class or in multiple sessions.  You might want to create a one-hour basic introductory class for people who are just beginning to explore this ministry/issue – and then later on develop a series of classes for people who want to go into more depth.  It’s all your call!

· What makes you passionate about this ministry/topic?  What are you most interested in telling people about it?  Why have you decided to teach a class on it?

· What are the five most important benefits you’d like participants to receive from their time in this class?  

Another way of looking at this is:   will they

· get excited about – have a vision for – this ministry/topic?


· receive valuable information and links to resources?

· gain new insight into the issues or concerns of this ministry/topic?

· get a new perspective on their own faith and life?

· know what a next step might be to implement or further explore this kind of ministry?

· become part of a new community of people involved in this ministry?  Will this class help them connect with others who share their concern or interest?

· What’s the key scriptural or theological basis/foundation for this ministry?  Are there verses or passages in Scripture which have had special meaning for you as you have been involved in this ministry or with this topic?

· Are there other quotes, prayers, writings which also have had meaning for you?
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· What are 5 or more concrete, practical actions/ideas that someone can take away from your class? What are key things they can do related to this ministry or topic, in their community or congregation?   

· What are some ways they can take action now to do something for this ministry?

· Are there people to contact or network with – inside their congregation or outside in the wider church?

· Will developing a vision or mission statement for their ministry be helpful?  (Or is there one they can review and possibly adopt as their own?)

· Is there more information to gather, resources to explore?

EMN’s emphasis is on practical support for ministry – so any way you can emphasize effective ways to do/be involved in this ministry will be terrific!

· What are some key links/resources you would want to point them to:  websites, articles, community agencies, church organizations?   

· How might they or their congregation become a partner with an already existing agency or organization working in this ministry area (vs. starting a separate ministry from scratch)?

· What would you, as class leader, like to learn from the participants in this class?   

· Do you want more awareness of what “people out there” think about this issue or ministry?

· Do you want some suggestions, ideas and perspectives from them that may be new to you?

· Do you want to develop a group of people to network with as you continue your ministry?

· Do you want the chance to develop a topic further, or explore a new topic that interests you?

· Do you want ideas or suggestions about how your class can be improved?  Or what you might teach next?!
While the class should focus on what will most benefit the participants, the class process is a dialogue – you will learn from each other – and it helps to have in the background a sense of what you might want to learn from them.

A QUESTION OF TECHNOLOGY:   

Finally, is your class best held on the telephone (as a teleclass) or as a web-seminar?  Do you have visuals that will help people to better “get” your content/topic – such as a PowerPoint presentation, charts, pictures, graphs, outlines….?    eMinistry has the ability to offer web-seminars and we will train you how to handle the technology.  On the other hand, we’re finding that many people out in the church have a pretty low level of technological comfort.  One of the key values of the teleclass is its accessibility – especially for people who aren’t tech-savvy, OR for people who only have dial-up internet connection, and can’t be on the phone and on-line at the same time.  

Another thing to consider is your own style of teaching and your own comfort level with technology!  Some people may find that handling the mechanics of the web-seminar process takes them away from a concentration on the process of teaching.  We can certainly work with you to make the mechanics of a web-seminar run as smoothly as possible.  You have to decide what medium suits you best. 

You may find that you want to design your class as a starter to be a teleclass.  eMinistry can post to the web page for each class any documents, outlines, notes etc. that you want your participants to have access to.  As you develop and then offer the teleclass, we can work with you to determine whether it would be more effective in the future to change it and offer it as a web-seminar. 

As always, your suggestions for improving this document on “Initial Questions to Consider” are most welcome!   What should we include that could help other class leaders develop their classes?  Please feel free to email us at leaders@eministrynetwork.org.
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